MAHATMA GANDHI
struggle for power and wealth, but a persistent and conti-
nuous effort to enable the submerged millions to attain
the good life, to raise the quality of human beings, to train
them for freedom and fellowship, for spiritual depth and
social harmony. A politician who works for these ends
cannot help being religious. He cannot ignore the forma-
tive share of morality in civilization or take the side of
evil against good. Owing no allegiance to the material
things of life, Gandhi was able to make changes in them.
The prophets of spirit make history just by standing out-
side history.
It is impertinent for any man to set about reforming the
universe. He must start his work from where he is. He
must take up the work that lies nearest to hand. When,
on his return from South Africa, he found the people of
India suffering from mortified pride, want, pain, and degra-
dation, he took up the task of their emancipation as a
challenge and an opportunity. No improvement, he felt,
was possible without political freedom. Freedom from
subjection should be won not by the usual methods of
secret societies, armed rebellion, arson and assassination. The
way to freedom is neither by abject entreaty nor by revo-
lutionary violence. Freedom does not descend upon a
people as a gift from above, but they have to raise them-
selves to it by their own effort. The Buddha said: 'Ye
who suffer, know ye suffer from yourselves; none else
compels.' In self-purification lies the path to jEreedom.
Force is no remedy. The use of force in such circums-
tances is foul play. The force of spirit is invincible.
Gandhi said:
The British want to put the struggle on the plane
of machine-guns, They have weapons and we have
not . Our only assurance of beating them is to keep
it on the plane where we have the weapons and they
have not.
He took hold of ordinary men and women, men and
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